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Meeting Minutes

January 25, 2012


SPECIAL MEETING
MINUTES
Wednesday, January 25, 2012, 2:00-3:30 p.m.
302 Main Street
2nd Floor Conference Room

I.
CALL TO ORDER

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 2:04 p.m.
II.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Bob Missel, Planning Commission; John Talbott, Zoning Commission; Janis Esty, Planning Commission; Cathy Flanagan, Planning Commission; Jerry Brophy, Conservation Commission; Thomas Stevenson, Board of Finance; Steven Gernhardt, Board of Selectmen
Staff:
Christine Nelson, Town Planner; Jay Northrup, Planner, CRERPA; Sandy Prisloe, Environmental Planner; Don Lucas, Building Inspector; Donn Dobson, Fire Marshal
III.
REGULAR BUSINESS

A.
Minutes

MOTION to accept the minutes from meeting 1/11/2012; MADE by J. Talbott; SECONDED by C. Flanagan; APPROVED by R. Missel, J. Talbott, J. Esty, C. Flanagan, S. Gernhardt, T. Stevenson, J. Brophy.   (7-0-0).
B.
Correspondence - none
C.
Staff Reports  - none
IV.
INVENTORY
Mr. Northrup handed out a summary of the action items that were discussed at the last meeting regarding social and demographic mapping from The Nature Conservancy Coastal Resilience web site. The Committee discussed each item on the list and offered input for the actual wording to be used. Mr. Northrup spoke about some of FEMA’s grant requirements, especially pertaining to building in coastal areas. Ms. Nelson said she would prefer that limitations on building within certain zones be part of the Town’s planning policy, rather than regulated by zoning laws. 
V.
MITIGATION ANALYSIS
A.
Summarize Impacts on Social Demographics & Cultural Characteristics

Mr. Prisloe demonstrated The Nature Conservancy’s Coastal Resilience website and planning tool now that data for Old Saybrook has been specifically added to it. 

B.
Study Impacts on Value of Infrastructure & Economic Development

Mr. Prisloe discussed Town’s Geographic Information System that merges data from The Nature Conservancy’s tool with a FEMA estimating tool and tax assessment data. This allows economic loss analyses to be conducted based on assessed values in different storm–related scenarios and sea level rise projections. The Committee discussed loss of tax revenue in the event of a major storm. 

Mr. Gernhardt left the meeting at 3:00 p.m.

Mr. Lucas gave his input on the post-effects of Storm Irene and issues related to seasonal dwellings.  He noted that approximately 80% of the damaged homes are still not repaired and many would benefit from raising the foundations above flood level. He would be in favor of local grants for this purpose.
C.
Collect Data on the Ecological Resources and the Environment
VI.
PLAN REVIEW
VII.
IMPLEMENTATION
VIII.
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION to adjourn at 3:35 p.m. to a special meeting on Wednesday, February 8, 2012 at 2:00 p.m., 2nd Floor Conference Room, 302 Main Street; MADE by C. Flanagan; SECONDED by R. Missel; APPROVED by R. Missel, J. Esty, C. Flanagan, J. Talbott, J. Brophy, T. Stevenson.  (6-0-0).
Respectfully submitted,

Susan Graham

Administrative Clerk
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